Use of reseeded pastures as an aid in the control of gastrointestinal nematodes.
The degree of nematode infectivity of a previously contaminated pasture which was reseeded after harvesting of a soya bean crop was determined by use of four tracer lambs and four tracer calves. The eight tracers were put to graze for 14 days and housed for another 14 days before being slaughtered, when faeces and the intestinal tracts were examined for worm eggs and parasites. With the exception of one animal, which was found to be harbouring 20 Cooperia punctata, the tracers had no adult or immature nematodes. The implications of the use of such pastures are discussed in relation to their possible role in parasite control and anthelmintic resistance in Brazil.